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I.—Forz1en Potrttcs. 


The Samaya, of the 6th September, refers to the statement in the 

Novoe Vremya newspaper that the British 

The Ep we bten adhere Cashmere annexation of Cashmere will make it neces- 

aulaiet sary for Russia to adopt measures in 

Afghanistan and Tibet for the safety of her possessions in Central Asia, and 
observes a8 follows :— 


If Russia carries out her threat and succeeds in raising complications 
on the Afghan frontier, the Government of India will certainly be respon- 
sible for it, and that for the following reasons :—(1) By annexing Cashmere 
the Government of India has vivlated the sacred proclamation of the Queen 
‘sued in 1858, and thereby given occasion to Russia to suspect its motives ; 
(2) Russia cannot let such an opportunity slip for reviving her intrigues in 
Afghanistan and for effecting an entrance into Tibet, and the more so as 
her Tibet mission has failed. 

9. The Sanjtvani, of the 7th September, says that the Russian news- 
papers are taking advantage of the Cashmere 
policy of Government to incite the Russian 
Government to safeguard its interests on the 
Afghan and Tibetan frontiers. A Russian advance towards Tibet is sure 
to prove dangerous, and will give rise to many difficulties, one of which is 
that the English Government will not find it easy to establish friendly 
relations with ‘Tibet. If Cashmere is annexed, England and Russia will 
probably have to cross swords with each other on the table-land of Tibet. 
It would not be wise to court danger by annexing Cashmere. It is therefore 
desirable that the administration of Cashmere should remain in the hands of 
its native Chief. 


Russia as a factor in the Cashmere 
question. 


II.—-Homsz ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)—Police. 


3. A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 8rd September, 
A tiger in the district of Burdwan,  °8Y8 that a large tiger has taken refuge in 
e the jungle bordering Kendur, a village near 
Kaiti and is causing depredations there and in the surrounding villages. 
wen. people have asked the Magistrate to rid them of the pest, but to 
rpose, 
4. The Prajé Bandhu, of the 6th September, says that thefts and 
i tania tii murders, quarrels, and affrays are now of 
nares % _ frequent occurrence in Calcutta. But such is 
® inefficiency of the city police that only a few culprits have been yet 
etected. Drunkards may be seen strolling in the streets in large numbers. 
oy State of things is certainly not to the credit of the Commissioner and 
¢ Deputy Commissioner of Police. Government should look to the matter. 
5. The same paper says that in ricky io previous issues it drew the 
ne attention of the Commissioner of the Calcutta 
“ae eis — Police to the illicit sale of liquor in the city 
a. Oclock at night, and it now wants to know whether the greedy 
lie ¥ smows and their subordinates have taken any steps to put down that 
" cee % It knows well that Englishmen do not easily interfere in matters 
the ‘ees they apprehend loss of money. Still it asks them, for the sake of 
te fo interfere in this illicit business of the wine-sellers of Calcutta. 
Med pea can be put down only by doubling the license fees of those 
“i seers who will be found selling wine at night after the regulation 
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Borpwant Sanstvant, 
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Praja Banvuo, 
Sept. 6th, 1889. 


BANGABASI, 
Bept. 7th, 1889. 


BaRGaBASI. 


SaWRJIVANI, 
Sept. 7th, 1889. 


RaMvaD PRABHAKAR 
Kept. 9th, 1889. 


SaNJIVANI, 
Sept. 7th, 1589. 


SanJrvaNi. 
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6, The Samoya, of the 6th September, makes the following remarks 
The conduct of the police in Lal in connection with Lal Chand Marwari’, 

Chand Marwari's case. ‘ gase :— 

It was in the power of the police to find out the truth in this Cape 
For when one of the notes said to have been paid by the Agra Bank t, 
Lal Chand’s man was traced to a man in Borrakur, the police of that place 
refused to take up the enquiry, simply because the Bank authorities declined 
to bring a charge of theft against the man in whose possession the note was 
found. The police is not to blame for this, for, under the rule in forge jp 
the Police Department, no police investigation can _ be held except upon 
a specific charge. This is a bad rule and it should be abolished, Phe 
effect of observing this rule in all cases will be that thieves will commit 
thefts without running the risk of being detected. 


7. A correspondent of the Bangabasi, of the 7th September, com. 


plains of the prevalence of thefts at Muni- 
BB og at Munirampore near Bar- +5 nore, a village near Barrackpore. Seventeen 


or eighteen cases of house-breaking are reported 
from that place. 


8. Another correspondent of the same paper reports the ravages of 


a wild bear at Patkum Chandal in Manbhoonm. 
The ravages of a wild bear at Chandal 


= Miia, The bear has killed three men and a number 


of cattle and has mauled many. The people 
cannot kill the animal for want of arms. 


9. The Sanjivani, of the 7th September, says that thefts increase in 


Sicicces ov Uhcilie ie Wikia Calcutta every year before the Pujah holidays. 


Reports are received every day of thefts com- 
mitted in different parts of the town. There have been thefts in rapid 


succession in Bechu Chatterji’s Street, Guru Prasad Choudhri’s Lane, and 
Sukea’s Street, and at the house of Baboo Lok Nath Mullick on the Chitpore 
Road, at which last place the thieves carried away property of the value of 
a lakh of rupees. Constables are found parading the streets and lanes at all 
hours of the day and night, and it is very strange that they have not succeeded 
in tracing the thieves. The attention of Mr. Lambert, the Commissioner of 
Police, is drawn to the matter. 

10. The Samvad Prabhakar, of the 9th September, says that there is 


reat crowding at Barabazar, Chinabazar and 

a shen bazars 3 Calcutta before the Durga 
Pojah, which is the reason that thefts increase in the town at this time of the 
year. The writer suggests that detectives and mounted policemen should 
be stationed in all those bazars and in the principal streets of the town during 


this time. Mr. Lambert, the experienced Commissioner of Police, is requested 
to take notice of this suggestion. 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


11. Referring to the Rawal Pindee assault case (see Weekly Report: on 


| Native Papers for week ending the 31st August 
uae tes Moke Lieutenant 1889, paragraph 55), the Sanjtvani, of the 7th 


September, says that the Deputy Commissioner 
has sentenced Lieutenant Murray to pay a fine of Rs. 50 for aseaulting 
Upendra Nath, and Upendra Nath to pay a fine of Rs. 10 for giving prove 


cation to Lieutenant Murray. But it is not easy to understand how U 
Nath gave provocation to the Lieutenant. 


12, The same paper has heard numerous complaints against the 


~ 


| resent Deputy Magistrate of Narail. He is 
~~ ae ee tee daily becoming unpopular with the people of 
that place. Some time ago, one Bheem Rishi lodged a complaint in his Court, 
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to the effect that five or six men had forcibly carried away his wife, and cited 
witnesses. The Deputy Magistrate disbelieved the evidence and dismissed the 
se, A motion was thereupon made tothe District Magistrate of Jessore, 
qho ordered the Deputy Magistrate to try the case again, and to make a local 
inquiry in person. But three months have since passed away, and the Deputy 

‘strate has made no Inquiry. 

The Deputy Magistrate issued a summons against a respectable lady 
of Narail, asking her to file*certain documents in bis court within a week. 
The District Judge of Jessore, on @ motion made to him, declared this action 
of the Deputy Mgistrate illegal. 

It is hoped that the Deputy Magistrate will try to become popular and 
act more carefully. 

18. The same paper says that Baboo Janaki Nath, the Court Sub- 

_, Inspector of Madaripore, boxed one of the 

eae w Joint ‘students of the first class of the Madaripore 

School on the ear on the 2lst August last, 

whena circus company was giving a performance in the school. Some of 

the gentlemen present on the occasion went to Baboo Umes Chandra 

Batabyal, the Joint-Magistrate, and complained to him of the conduct of the 

Court Sub-Iaspector. Umes Babvoreceived them very celdly, and censured 

them for sympathising with unruly boys. It seems that both the Police and 
the Hakims are ill-disposed towards school-boys. 


(c)—Jatls. 


14, The Samaya, of the 6th September refers to the case of 
Mr. Sevenoakes, Superintendent of the Presi- 


dey jal of prisoners from the Presi- dency Juil, in the High Court, and observes 


Court. For, to detain him in jail after an order for his release has been 
passed, is certainly an illegal act. Government should therefore revise the 
rule under which no prisoner can be released after 6 Pp m. 


hearing from Dr. Hall, in the Hearsey-Hall 
inquiry, that the prison system of India makes 
no difference between simple and rigourous imprisonment in respect of the 
treatment of convicts. A system so cbjectionable as this is possible only 
in India. It is hoped that better arrangements will be made in this respect 
in the proposed re-organisation of the jail administration. 


(d)—Hducation. 


Indian jail administration. 


16. A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 3rd Septem- 
ber, says that great injury is being done 

anne aeliah school at Baguapars in to the English school at Bagnapara in the 
pe ct subdivision of Culna in the district of 
Burdwan, in consequence of some men enticing away pupils from the 
chool, teaching them privately, and sending them up to the examinations 
benams, and hopes that the Sub-Inspector of Schools will look to the matter. 
17. The Surabhs-o-Patdkd, of the 5th 
Rie, Sanskrit course for the September, contains a letter answering the 


ce . ° . 
snaminetion: of 1080. criticisms on the new Sanskrit course for the 
utrance examination of 1890. 


that it is desirable that a prisoner should be. 
released from jail directly an order for his release is passed by the High. 


15. The Sanjivant, of the 7th September, expresses its surprise on 


SANJIVART, 
Sept. 7th, 1889. 


Samara, 
Sept 6th, 1889. 


SaNJIVANT, 
Sept 7th, 1889. 


BuRDWAN SanJIvVanil, 
Sept. 3rd, 1889. . 


SURABHI 0 Pataka, 
Sept, 5th, 1889, 


The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 5th September, says that moral Nee ratmmanas, 


" The last Education instruction which is not based on religious 
ins  neten Peete teaching is of no use. But religion is taught 
"“Y in the missionary schools, and Government is unwilling to impart 
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religious instruction in its schools. This policy of the Governm 

roots of the whole mischief, and should be abandoned when the 

promised to every Indian community a free and unrestricted pr 

own religion. It cannot surely be wrong on the part of Government, 

arrange in its schools for teaching Hinduism to Hindu boys, Muhammad. 

anism to Muhammadan boys, and Christianity to Christian boys, 

—— 19. The ducation Gazette, of the 6th September, thus criticises the 
Bangabast newspaper’s article on the last 


Queen hag 


The Bangabasi newspaper on the 


hase Wiononioes teisebathen: Education Resolution (see Report in Native 
Papers for week ending 7th September 1889, 


paragraph 22) :— 

According to the Bangabdst—(1) the education given by the Foolish 
Government to the people of this country is not good education, but bad 
education ; (2) the English now want to impart moral education in the 
schools of this country simply because they see that the spirit of insubordj- 
nation, which has been generated in the country by their system of education, 
is not advantageous to them; (8) moral education will still more 
demoralise the boys of this country; (4) Mr. Tawney’s moral reader yill 
contain precepts tending to disorganise Hindu society, and (5) the Hindas 
and the Muhammadans should be taught morality according to their respective 
sastras. | 

As regards the first point, the writer is of opinion that English educa- 
tion has done much good to the country and the fact that the people are 
eager to give themselves English education is proof of its intrinsic worth, 
As regards the second point, it is sheer folly to think that the English are 
afraid of the spirit of insubordination generated in Bengali school-boss. As 
regards the third point, it is difficult to see how moral education 
will demoralise the boys of this country. Do not Hnglishmen recognise 
the ten cardinal virtues mentioned in the Hindu sastras? As regards the 
fourth point, how does the Bancabas? know that Mr. Tawney’s book will con- 
tain revolutionary teaching? As regards the fifth point, Hindu and Mussul- 
man boys ought to learn the precepts of their respective religions from their 
parents, guardians, priests and maulavis, and sectarian teaching in the schools 
and colleges of this country must be condemned. 

Samara, 20. Tne Samaya, of the 6th September, says that as the Hindu 
et Oe festival, Stvarairt, takes place on the 17th 
February next, the date fixed for commencing 

the University Examinations, the University authorities should change that 
date, because some of the examinees may observe the Stvaraérs fast. 

GRaMvast, 21. The Grdmvdst, of the 7th September, says that the educational 
eayt FO 1 authorities are guilty of niggardliness in not 

_, The girls’ school at Mugakalyana sanctioning a grant for the girls’ school at 
i uberia subdivision. ; : oe 
Mugakalyana in the Uluberia subdivision. 

BaNoaasi, Ol 22. Tne Bangabdst, of the 7th Septem- 

a 3 ber, has the following on the last Education 


The next University Examinations. 


Resolution :-— 


1. Gymnastics will be training for the body, not the mind. 

2. Corporal punishment was abolished by Lord William Bentinck 
because very bad use was made of it by bad teachers. . 
it is revived, bad teachers will again make bad use of ib 
Fines will have no corrective effect. The fathers of boys 
generally know nothing about the fines, because the boys 
who are fined take care not to let their fathers know 
it, and take the money secretly from their mothers a 
grandmothers. 


3. Rewards for good conduct will be very good. 


tell anette 
fy rhea 
(Oo ** (am 
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4, Hindu observances are not strictly kept in view in the manage- 
ment of hostels and boarding-houses, and they will not 
therefore be fit places for Hindu boys to live in. Again, the 
association of little boys with big boys in hostels and 
boarding-houses, and the immorality which springs from 
such association, make hostels very objectionable institu- 
tions for boys. : 

5. Junior students in these days feel little respect for senior 
students, and the monitorial system will thus cause more 
harm than good. 

6. It is good to expel bad big boys. But it will not be possible to 
do so in all cases. : | 

7. Astrict enforcement ofthe inter-school rules in regard to both 
public and private schools will be a measure of undue 
severity. . if 

8. Schools for training teachers will do no good, because the 
teachers who will be trained on the English model will not 
be very estimable men themselves, and will not be fit moral 
guides for Hindu boys. 


98. The Sanjtvant, of the 7th September, supports the proposals of the : rg 
Government of India on the subject of moral ~~ 
training in school and college, and regards as 
unjust their condemnation in some other newspapers. There will be the 
desired improvement in the morality of the native youth if these proposals 
are faithfully carried out, and if at the same time guardians, professors, 
teachers, and managers of schools themselves set good examples to boys in 
their own conduct, and if books containing good moral lessons are given to 
boys to read. In inaugurating the new educational policy, Government 
would also do well to remove from both public and private schools and colleges 
all masters and professors who may be found to want character. 
24, The same paper says that there are Judges, Barristers, Rajas and = suxnvam. 
other big men on the Bethune School Com- 
Ba eresent management of the mittee; but they have no time to attend to 
the management of the school. There are 
also among them men who are strongly opposed to the high education of 
women. Many of the members do not visit the school except on the one 
distribution day in the year. The meetings of the Committee are not 
regularly held, and are held not in the school premises, but in the High 
Court for the convenience of the Judges. It is owing to all this that there 
is now much that should be found fault with in the condition of the Bethune 
School. There are now fewer boarders in the school than could be 
accommodated therein. ‘The present number of boarders does not exceed 
20, and it is said that there is not accommodation for more than that 
dumber. The Hindu Mahila Bidyalaya could accommodate more than 20 
boarders within a small space. Why then should the Bethune School, with 
More space at its disposal, be unable to accommodate more than 20 boarders ? 
When the Banga Mahila Bidyalaya was amalgamated with the Bethune 
School in 1878, the room in the northern portion of the school premises 
accommodated 18 or 14 boarders, plus three or four mistresses, and it is not 
town why that big room is now occupied by only three or four mistresses. 
be hall on the first floor is now used as a drawing-room. This. could not 
¢ objected to if the hall were not required for a better purpose. Surely 
the best arrangement would be to keep the boarders in the hall, and make 
one of the side rooms on the ground floor the drawing-room. This arrange- 
ment existed before the boarding was removed tothe northern part of the 
school premises, and it ought to be restored. And if this is not done, the 
mistresses and the boarders should admit some more boarders into their 


The last Education Resolution. 
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sacrifice,.if need. be, of their personal comfort. The pubj;, 
will condemn school. authorities, the Superintendents, and the Com. 
if intending boarders are refused adasission on the plea of want of 
space, when in reality there is no want of accommodation for a larger 
ber of boarders. } Ys 

5. The Dainik-o-Samdchar Chaudrikd, of the 8th Septembe, 
3 : approves of the Liberat newspaper’s proposal 
weg Tnstion OFS Eemization © Hab Rijopatha, Part IT, by Pandit Isyara 
ee Chandra Vidyasagara should be again selected 
as Sanskrit text-book for the Entrance Examination. It is by far the beg 

selection of its kind that has yet been made. 

26. The Dacca Gazette, of the 9th September, says that, out of the 

Allotment of M. V. and M. BE. scholarships for the M. K. and M. V. scholar. 

scholarships in the Eastern Circle. ship examinations in the Eastern Circle, 45 
have been awarded to the successful candidates in the M. E. examination, 
and only 15 to the successful candidates in the M. V. examination. But 
the number of M. V. schools in the Eastern Circle is double that of the 
M. E. schools, and the number of candidates from the former was about 
three times the number of candidates from the latter. In Tipperah, 7 
M. E. scholarships and 2 M.V. scholarships have been awarded, and no 
M. V. scholarship has been awarded to any of the candidates from Mymen- 
singh, Burrisal, Dacca, and Furreedpore. Why have scholarships allotted to 
one district been transferred to another without giving public notice of such 
transfer ? Much was expected from Babu Dina Nath Sen, the able 
Inspector of Schools, Eastern Circle, and it is not known why he has shown 
such partiality to a particular district. The Inspector is requested to ex- 
plain why he is discouraging the study of the Bengali language by giving % 
few scholarships to successful —— et 5 — as 

Som PRAKASH, a e Som Prakash, of the 9th Se 

2 EEE, tember, thus reviews the last Education i 

lution :— 

1. The suggestion that gymnastics should form part of the regular 
training of schools is objectionable. In the first place, the practice of 
gymnastics makes boys neglect their class lessons; in the second place it 
makes them rude and haughty in bearing; and in the third place a break 
in the practice in the case of grown up boys is apt to bring on rheumatism. 

2. The compulsory residence of boys in boarding houses attached to 
schools and colleges, as suggested in the Resolution, is also open to objection. 
These boarding-houses are not always kept in the Hindu style, and the 
morality of Hindu boys is likely to suffer from residence in them. 

3. The monitorial system is not a good one. Boys should be like 
boys, and not allowed to exercise control or authority over others. Monitor 
are apt to be rather pert for their years, which is by no means good. 

4. The sixth proposal, that the boy who does not reach a particular 
class within a certain age should be expelled from school, will, if carried 
out, enable a very large number of boys to give up their studies alto 
gether, who are now prevented from doing so from a fear of their paren 
and guardiane. It should be the duty of the teachers of a school to take 
more than ordinary care with inattentive and backward boys, and not 
give them up in despair if they cannot show a certain amount of progre® 
within a specified number of years. bi 

perms 9 Ssmartas 28. The Dainik o Samachar Chandrika, of the llth September, 
Sept 11t , 1889 The last Education Resolution. Te that morality and religion are thing? 


which can be acquired only by practice, and 
not by reading books on those subjects. To *, aman of good morals one 


must try to live a moral life. Mere moral instruction, without practice of 
morality, deadens instead of quickening the moral sensibilities of ™#* 
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The sons and daugliters of those men whose business it is’ to teach 
morality are often found to be morally worse than those of other ‘people. 
In England, the morality of the cities in which there are churches is worse 
than the morality of the cities in which there are neither churches 
nor professional moral teachers. It is clear, therefore, that no scheme 
that could be devised for imparting abstract morality to boys in schools 
will have the least effect on their character. The suggestions that have 
been made on the subject of moral education in the last Education Resolution 
of the Government of India will therefore, if adopted, do more harm than 

to those for whom they are intended. The writer quotes the authority 
of Herbert Spencer in support of his position. - 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


99. A correspondent of the Bangabdsi, of the 7th September, says 
eae that the roads of Tutpara and Bayara within 
ee the Khulna Municipality are out of repair. 
Rain water has accumulated in the excavations made in the Tutpara roads 
by the removal of drainage pipes therefrom. Dr. Ghosh, the Chairman of 
the Khulna Municipality, is requested to attend to the matter. — 

80. A correspondent of the Grdémvdsé, of the 7th September, complains 
Roads, ferries, &c.,in the Uluberia Of the miserable condition of the roads and 
sub-division. = of the oppressions connected with ferries and 
cattle-pounds in the sub-division of Uluberia. He does not see why the 
school at Samaspur has been disallowed its grant for two months. hile 
the grants of Middle English and Middle Vernacular schools are sent 
regularly every month, those of upper primary schools are often delayed 
for _ and sometimes for five months, causing much hardship to their 
teachers. 


(9) —Ratlways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


dl. A correspondent of the Chdruvdrid, of the 2nd September, 
complains of the want of a road from Baula 
ead from Baula to Mymensingh and other villages in the sudder subdivision of 
the Mymensingh district to the Mymensingh 
town. About 100 people from these villages have to go every day either to 
the criminal courts or to the registry office in Mymensingh town, and it is 
difficult to give an idea of the inconvenience to which they are subjected for 
want of a good road. An application was made last year for the construction 
ofa road eight miles long from the Tarakandabazar, passing through 
Baula and other villages, to the southern bank of the Kansa river, but to 
no purpose. The members of the Road Cess Committee are requested to look 
to the matter, | : bas 
82. The Burdwan Sanjtvani, of the 8rd September, says that the want 
of a road from the Rayna thana, in the district 
tim ot arom the Rayna thana to the of Burdwan, to the head-quarters of the district 
is greatly felt. The people residing within the 


BaNGaBast, 


Sept. 7th, 1889. 


GRAMVASI, 
Sept. 7th, 1889. 


CHARUVARTA, 
Sept. 2nd, 1889. 


BurDWAN SANJivanl, 
Sept. 3rd, 1889. 


jurisdiction of the thana have repeatedly applied to the,District Board of — 


urdwan for a road, but in vain. Rayna is the only thana in the district of 
urdwan which has no road leading to the district head-quarters. If the 
strict Board have no funds wherewith to construct a road, it should for 
Some time stop its allotments for village roads and spend the money thus 


- €comulated in the construction of a road from Rayna to Burdwan town. 


33. A correspondent of ve mae paper pour = ef — of a 
_..  foad from Culna to Batnchi od Bagnapara, 

* Toad from Culna to Bainchi and also draws the attention of the authorities 
to the condition of the bridge over the river Faringachi, which has not been 


SaNjrvaNl, 
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( 842 ) 


repaired for some time. The absence of a road has made the bridge very 
nearly useless. V2 
34, The Bangabdsi, of pid 7th pears says the road running 
. ng the Jamuna river close to the Buss; 
prhemare ere ge 7S" subdivisional cutcherry has been eloead’ be 
order of Baboo Trailokya Nath Sen, the Subdivisional Officer of Buassirhat, 
in the 24-Pergunnehe district. This road was constructed some 17 or 18 
years ago with road cess money for the convenience of the people coming to 
the court. The local pleaders and people having business in the court have 
submitted petitions to the District Magistrate, the Divisional Commissioner 
and the District Board, against this highhanded proceeding of the Deputy 
Magistrate. It is reported, however, that the Chairman of the Board has 
supported the action of the Deputy Magistrate, and has ordered the construc. 
tion of a new narrow road for the general public. But is it fair to waste the 
money of the Local Board by constructing a new road when a road already 
exists? It is hoped that the Subdivisional Officer will give up his zd, and 
that hoth the Commissioner and the Magistrate will interfere in the matter, 
35. A correspondent of the Sanjtvani, of the 7th September, says that 
tis esnk ta eee the road constructed only last year by the 
District Board from the side of the Bhaduria 
khal passing through Rayapasha, Karapore, and other villages in Burrisal to 
the banks of the Kalijira river is submerged this year, and has been washed 
away in many places. This worthless road was constructed under the 
supervision of the District Board Overseer. 
86. The Grdmvdst, of the 7th September, says that agricultural 


operations have been greatly affected in some 
_ The khal at Mahisarakha-Bagnon yijlagves in the Uluberia subdivision in 
in the Uluberia subdivision. 5 ; 

consequence of the closing of the mouth of 


the kha) near Mahisarakha-Bagnon.. The mouth of the khal should be 
opened and a sluice gate constructed there. 


(h)— General. 


387. The Surabhi-o-Patékd, of the 5th September, says that though the 
The extra allowance granted to eCfrorts of Mr. Paul, the Deputy Commissioner of 
Mr. Paul, Deputy Commissioner of Darjeeling, to come to an understanding with 
winced the Chinese Amban regarding Tibet affairs 
have failed, still his extra allowance of Rs. 300 a month will be continued 
until further orders. Tne writer does not understand why such favour has 
been shown to Mr. Paul, and says that he was not prepared to see such 
misuse of public money by Sir Steuart Bayley. 
38. The same paper, referring to the defalcations in the savings baok 


The defalcations in the Chittagong department of the Chittagong treasury, observes 
er" as follows :— | 


When these defalcations were discovered, the Government of Bengal 
wrote to the Government of India requesting that the officers through who 
negligence the defalcations occurred might be let off with simple censure. 
The reason why such a request was made was that as some of the Chittagong 
officers concerned have since become Secretaries to the Bengal Government, 
the purses of the Secretaries would be affected if harder punishment were 
prescribed. oe 

But the Government of India is apparently not to be deceived with 
smooth requests, and it has accordingly told the Bengal Government in reply 
that a sum of at least Rs. 10,000 should be recovered from the several trea 
sury officers, Collectors, and Commissioners during whose tenure of office a 
through whose neglect of duty the frauds were committed. A fine of 
Rs. 10,000 is certainly a very small fine in a case the nature of which 
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senanded that at least one-half of the sentent cnbintieh watts ven 


the officers. ‘The censure passed by the Lieutenant-Governor on the officers 
concerned was richly deserved by them. For it seems that the Commis- 
ioners who draw Rs. 8,000 per month as salary grossly neglected their duty 
of inspecting the treasury, and simply signed reports with closed eyes. 
Government is requested to publish its Resolution: on the subject as a 
warning to all its officers. 

99, The same paper says that, as usual, the Indian Budget was intro- 

-- pracet in Parliament, . Cuced into the House of. Commons at the close 
saiaacareecaiaaeetd ' Of the Session. In the course of the discus- 
sion which ensued, the Under-Secretary of State did not hesitate to say 
that the condition of India is good, and this notwithstanding that famine 
ig atill raging in several places in India! Such is Sir John Gorst’s truthful- 
ness! tis hoped that Mr. Bradlaugh, the friend of India, will not allow 
the question of the famine fund to drop, but will compel the Under-Secretary 
of State to divulge the whole secret of the disappearance of that fund. 

40. A correspondent of the Gramvdsi, of the 7th September, says 
that on the 12th of July last he went to the 
office of the Sub-Registrar of Uluberia to get 
a deed registered. He found the Sub-Registrar seated on a chair with his 
body uncovered and smoking a hookah. There were with the correspondent 
four or five gentlemen, who also saw this. And yet the Deputy Magistrate 
says that the Sub-Registrar does not smoke within his office. It seems that 
the Deputy Magistrate has more regard for a man who takes bribes, because 
he is his friend, than he bas for truth. 


The Sub-Registrar of Uluberis. 


SunaBer o Pataka, 
Sept. Sth, 1889. 


There is a rule requiring the amla of a Sub-Registrar’s office to explain _ 


the registration forms to those who do not understand them. But the 

correspondent had to pay 4 annas to the Sub-Registrar’s amla who 

explained the form to him. After the form had been filled, a man identified 
the correspondent, and a clerk named Hiru demanded 5 annas from him. 

41. The Navavibhdkar Sadhdrant, of the 9th September, says that the 

| Lieutenant-Governor’s Resolution on the Ad- 


Official knowledge of the country. ministration Report of the Burdwan Division 


for 1888-89 shows that the officials are now better informed about the . 


internal condition of the country than they used to be before, and this is a 
very good sign. 


ILI.—Lzeis.atrve. 


42, The Dainsk-o-Samachar Chandrikd, of the 8th September, thinks 
that the time has come for the Government of 

ant? question of amending the coolie [India to amend the existing coolie law, and 
, to take steps for its better working. They 
are very much mistaken who think that coolie legislation is unnecessary, and 
that the ordinary law of contract is sufficient to meet the requirements of 
the coolie question. The ordinary law of contract may serve the purpose 


of coolie legislation in Bengal, but will certainly fail to do so in Assam, | 


The existing coolie law has done much. good, and is sure to do more when its 
defects are removed. But this law, beneficial though it has been to the 
coolies, is leas favourable to them than to the planters. As the coolies in 
the tea gardens are not strong or obstinate enough to strike work, they 
are completely at the mercy of the planters. And the law instead of 
strengthening their position, has absolutely weakened it. The Znglishman 
newspaper is not right in saying that the terms upon which Coolies enter into 
agreements with planters are what they should be. Again, the existing 


Coolie law is one-sided as regards violation of agreements. If a coolie breaks © 


his part of the agreement, the planter can get him severely punished. Bat 
f the planter breaks his part of the agreement, the coolie has absolutely no 
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means of bringing’ him:to account for it. What is wanted, therefore, ;,, 
revised coolie law, :which will provide for the punishment of the planter who 
does not perform-his part of the contract. : 
According ‘to the °Zaglishman newspaper, coolie oppression is ov; 
more to the faulty working of:the existing law than to any defect in that law 
itself. ‘This-is'true. That:there'is:so much coolie oppression is because the 
officers entrusted with the working of the coolie law and the officers who 
ht to/inspect'the tea gardens are equally negligent in doing their duties, 
and because'the judicial officers often show a-leaning towards planters jp 
deciding the cases: which are instituted against them. There can be no doubt 
that'the coolies in the tea gardens are often oppressed, and that their condi. 
tion, speaking generally, is miserable. Why does, then, the Government of 
India still deny the necessity of amending the coolie law? 


IV.—Natrve Statzs. 


43. Referring to the Cashmere resignation letter as published in the 


ed Amrita Bazar Patrika, the Hindu Ranjiké, 
The Cashmore resignation letter. of the 4th September,'thinks that it 3 Rot 
at all a letter of abdication, and that the native press has therefore been 


right in its condemnation of the Cashmere policy of Government, The 
publication of the Maharaja’s letter has confirmed the suspicion with which 
the public received the statement of the Government of India and of its 
organ, the Pioneer newspaper, that the Maharaja had voluntarily abdicated 


his throne and asked Government to interfere in the administration of ‘his 


State, and the writer does not now hesitate to say that by devouring 


- Cashmere Government has violated Treaty regulations and tne Queen's 


Proclamation of 1858. 


As regards the conduct of the Government of India towards the 
Maharaja personally, it has all the unseemly appearance of an attempt at 
throttling a man under the pretence of holding bim in an_ affectionate 
embrace. 

The letter makes it perfectly clear that considerable. pressure was. put 
upon the Maharaja in order to make him sign the letter of abdication. And 
will the Government still stick to its story that the Maharaja has resigned 
of his own accord P 7 

44, The Sahachar, of the 4th September, in referring to the letter | 


ins dhietiniin alhiantiais intiats of abdication written by the Maharaja of 
Cashmere, observes as follows :— 


The letter. in question is written in Persian, and a translation of it has 
appeared in the Amrita Bazar Patrika newspaper. A. perusal of the letter 
leads to the conclusion that it was not the Maharaja’s intention to abdi- 
cate his power once for all, and that all that His Highness wanted wa 
_ while the Council governed the State, supreme power should rest wit 

im. 

The Government of India has certainly been wrong io treating the 
letter as it has done as a letter of resignation. It does not also appear 
from the letter, as given in the Amrita Bazar Patrika, that it was the 
Maharaja’s intention to ask for English assistance in the government 
of his State. There can be no doubt that the reasons assigned by Gor- 
ernment for deposing the Maharaja have not satisfied the public. 

The writer is strongly opposed to the revival of the annexation, policy 
of Lord Dalhousie, and asks Government to preserve the independence of the 
Native States of India. It is his belief that the officials who now rule from 
Simla are unwilling to see independent Native States on the frontiers of 
India, and that itis for this reason that the poor Maharaja of Lippe™ 


1s being persecuted. If the rulers of India be wise they will soon and 
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this policy of annexation, and thereby bring confidence back to the minds 
of the Princes and people of India. ing 
45, The Surabhs.o Patéké, of the 5th September, has the following 
The Cashmere resignation letter. on the Cashmere resignation letter :— 


The letter in question is written in Persian, and.a;translation of it has 
appeared in the Amrita Bazar Patrika newspaper. It containsnothing which 
can justify Government in treating it as a letter of resignation, and it is now 
impossible for Government. to hoodwink the public in regard to its: true 
import, As Lord Lytton made use of a gigantic lie.in order to make war 
on the Afghans, so Lord Lansdowne has made use of a gigantic lie to 
annex Cashmere. Do fraud and falsehood constitute the fundamental 
policy of the Britigh Government? -Lord Lansdowne has stated in his 
Cashmere despatch that the Maharaja’s letter contains many inconvenient 
stipulations which it would be embarrassing to Government to accept. And 
some of the stipulations are certainly very inconvenient, because the Maha- 
raja has not made over the Government of Cashmere to the Resident ; 


has given no permission for dividing all the land in Cashmere amongst 
Europeans ; has not authorised the sale of the Cashmere jewels by auction, 


and has expressed no desire to obtain “ some larger share ” in the administra- 
tion of his State after five years, or to enter into any new treaty with 
Government. ) 

But, after all, let the reasons assigned by the Government for its 
annexation of Cashmere be as absurd ag the pretexts of the wolf in the fable 
for killing the lamb, the point of most importance is that Government’s object 
has been gained. And the writer does not know whether he should call 
this act of Government a theft,or a dacoity. English power in India is 
now irresistible. But though they are not responsible to anybody on earth, 
surely they will have to render an account of their act to God.y 

The officials are endeavouring to make the public believe that they 
have not annexed Cashmere. Lord Cross recently stated in Parliament,that 
the Maharaja would be restored to power after five years, but no faith can 
be placed in this statement of the Secretary of State. But supposing, that it 
will all be as Lord Cross says, and the Cashmere goes back to the Maharaja 
after five years, will anything be left in his State worth taking after that 
period? Already Sir Edward Buck has been sent to Cashmere to look after 
its silk and it vine; the Cashmere jewels have been brought to the hammer, 
and English cantonments are being established all round the State. And if 
these things do not constitute annexation, one would like to know what 
annexation is. And the men who will still say that it is not the intention of 
Government to annex Cashmere must be men who are able to call the night 
day and the day night. 


46. The Prajé Bandhu, of the 6th September, has received the 


j ihoughts suggested by the Cashmere following, in English :— 
_ The long vista of thought which the Cashmere affair opens to our 
mind makes us painfully alive to the wretchedness of our situation under 
the present régime. * As individuals, we are too poor to offer, any: tempta- 
tion to the cupidity of the dominant race. But as a collective body, a 
nation, what security have we against invasions of the worst sort. Our 
Carest interests may be sacrificed to their thirst for power or riches, 
and we must sit helpless or beg ,for fragments which may be thrown to 
us. Really, we tremble at the idea of a great power dlindly given to abject 
sellishness, and even not remotely amenable to any sense of justice or any 
regard to feelings of the sufferer. Asa subject-race we are quite, prepared 
or the worst fate, and we are aware that we might have been shown less 
mercy than we at present are allowed. We are convinced that if there 
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‘apeld hee salisation of the unutterable misery of the denizens 
‘imagined by the poet, it is realised in the life of one dependant on the smiles 
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of hell 


of another. But what irritates us most is the forge acatyee policy of 
Government towards ourselves. : Gindrias 

It is the smooth varnish, the smiling appearance, the hollow professions 
of friendships that calls forth our disgust. We rather wish for honest 
open, straightforward acts of tyranny and violence, so that people may 
awake to the sense of their true situation. People could be roused to 
manly and vigorous exertions and reclaimed from this dull apathy and in- 
difference to the interests of the country if their position could only be 
brought home to them. Therefore it is that we receive with some mis- 
giving the assertion that the hand of Providence has placed the English 
above us. Ten thousand times would it have been more beneficial bad we 
been under a barbarous and merciless nation, untouched by English enlighten- 


ment, but incapable of dissembling and speaking falsehoods. It has been 


well said that the darkest clouds in the sky call forth lightening that dazzles 


our eyes. 

We have no hesitation in expressing our conviction that the country is 
being slowly and imperceptibly brought to a state of abject misery. There 
may be a few who have derived benefit under the present Government, bu 
they are only a drop in the ocean. But I speak for the mass, the dumb 
millions and the lower middle class, who form the bulk of the nation. On 
the whole, the administration of the English may be compared to a smoulder- 
ing fire, which slowly consumes the heart of a substance while presenting 
a charming surface without. 

But it. is the dazzling light of Western enlightenment which has 
blinded many of our countrymen. The Government would be revealed to 
us in all its naked and hideous reality were it not for the embellishments of 
advanced physical science. We have railways, telegraphs, and other 
ingenious appliances of science ; we enjoy the beautiful articles of comfort 
imported from England, and all this we connect with the Eoglish Govern- 
ment and callit blessings. But in the lustre of outward adornments we 
have forgotten that life in us is extinct, and it is only covering the dead body 
with silk and jewels. 

The Government is gradually forcing upon us the terrible truth that 
India exists for Englishmen, not for Indians. We must live upon frag- 
ments which in their charity Englishmen may throw to us for our fawning 
and licking their feet. Another misfortune is that our intellects receive 3 
European shaping in the process of our so-called high education. 

This acts as a veil to hide from us the real state of things by showing 
us models of charatcter bearing the least resemblance with Englishmen 
with woom we are to deal in practical life. We admire them, worship them, 
but late in life. ‘We find that they exist in our minds only as phantoms, 
but those with whom we come in contact are Griffinian, grosely given © 
mammon worship. In a future letter we shall show why we take so extrem¢ 
pessimistic view of the English Government and bear out our statements by 
rigid facts and figures, | 

47. The Samaya, of the 6th September, has the following on the 
Cushmere letter of resignation :— 

It appears from the letter, an English 
translation of which nas been published in the Amrita Bazar Patrika new 
paper, that it is not a letter of resignation at all, but a simple perwanne oF order, 


The Cashmere resignation letter. 


containing nothing to show that the Maharaja has at any time entertained § 


desire for abdication. Perhaps the letter was mistranslated by some intrigules 
official of the Foreign Office for the purpose of deceiving the Viceroy, who hee 
treated it os 9 letter of resignation. A Bengali :ranslation of the letter is thes 
given, and it is remarked that Government bas absolutely no reasoa to treat 
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ter as aletter of resignation and to deprive the Maharaja of his power. 

- i now requires to be told that Government is ay makiete use of a 
pretext to annex Cashmere. 3 

48, The Sulabh Samachar o Kushdaha, of the 6th September, says that 

, deans Mlk. the Government of India has no power under 

treaty regulations to interfere directly with 

the internal administration of the Cashmere State. Government has all 

slong been telling the people and princes of India that it has no intention 

of annexing Cashmere, and that it only wishes to reform its administration. 

Bat considering how the Government is acting in this matter, they do not 

feel disposed to believe this. The public would not probably have been so 


dissatisfied if, instead of disguising its intentions in regard to Cashmere, | 


Government had plainly told them that it wanted to annex it in order to 
provide against Russian entry into India from that side. 

49. The Sanjivant, of the 7th September, is glad to learn from the 
Statesman newspaper that Mr. Price, the 
Magistrate of Tipperah and Political Agent of 
Hill Tipperah, who has stabbed the Maharaja in the dark, has incurred the 
displeasure of Government, and that his promotion has been stopped for that 
base act. But Mr. Lyall, the Commissioner of the Chittagong Division, has 
followed the example of Mr. Price, and the writer wants to know what punish- 
ment he receives from Government. The writer has great confidence in 
the justice of Sir Steuart Bayley, and he firmly believes that no injustice can 
be done by His Honour. 

50. The Navavsbhdkar Sddhdrant, of the 9th September, says that 

sii the justification pleaded by the Foreign 
Department for depriving the Maharaja of 

Cashmere of all administrative powers is that the Maharaja has himeelf 
abdicated those powers. Those who are well acquainted with the policy 
which is followed by that department did not put any faith in that statement, 
and the writer along with many others believed that the Maharaja had really 
been compelled by the manceuvres of Colonel Nisbet to sign a letter of 
abdication. It now appears after all that no letter of the kind was ever 


Mr. Price and the Tipperah Raj. 


SaNJIVANI, 
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signed by the Maharaja and that he only issued a perwana, vesting a Council — 


with the administration of his State, and this the diplomatic Government 
calls a letter of abdication. There is nothing in this perwana to justify the 
Government’s statement that the Maharaja has thereby abdicated his powers, 
or made himself a mere puppet. It may be that there are other documents 
on the strength of which Government has deprived the Maharaja of 
Cashmere of his administrative powers. If that be the case, Government 
should at once publish those documents, for people will otherwise think that 
t has unjustly deprived a Native Prince of his State. The existence of such 
an impression in the minds of the public and of the Native Princes in parti- 
cular will not be for the good of Government. | 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


51. A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivant, of the Srd September, 
The condition of the erope at Kaiti +2ke8 @ gloomy view of the prospects of the 
ind other villages in the distri at Kaiti and the surrounding villages in 
a villages in the district of Crops alll a g NAR E 
— the district of Burdwan. The fields in those 
villages still remain uncultivated for want of rain. The mahajans and the 
Mot sold off their stocks of grain. The tanks are empty, and the sky 
oudiess. 

52. The Samaya, of the 6th September, refers to the floods at Berham- 
pore and Azimgunge, and praises the Magistrate 
of Moorshedabad for the efforts he is making 
to relieve the distress of the people. These 


omndition of the people of Berham 


BaNGABASI, 
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_ without food for two or three days. 
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floods coming close upon the scarcity of last pore augur ‘ill for the poo, 
should be taken both } 
y 


ople ‘of the district. Steps for, their relie 
Bovernnent and the public. 


538. The Pratskdr, of the 6th September, says that the collapse of the 


bunds at Rampal and Baharamgunge hag 
op rhe effects of the, floods in Moor flooded Moorshedabad and the neighbouring 
districts. The roads of Berhampore and 
Moorshedabad are under water. The misery of the people living on both 
sides of the Ganges is very great. The Bhagirathi has overflowed its banks 
and has submerged a considerable portion of the surrounding country. The 
condition of Jangipore is very deplorable. It is needless to describe the 
sufferings of the people living on the banks of the Pudma. When the 
rainy season commenced, the indigo on the churs in the Pudma and on the 
banks of the Bhagirathi was submerged, and now all the paddy in those 
places is destroyed. The writer is glad to learn that preparations are being 
made to repair the bunds at Rampal and Baharamgunge, for their speedy 
repair will be attended with a sensible diminution of the sufferings of the 
people. The Magistrate of Moorshedabad deserves the thanks of the people 
for his exertions to relieve their sufferings. 


The people of Lalbag, Ichagunge, Azimgunge, and other places have 
suffered considerably on account of the floods, and the Deputy Magistrate of 
Lalbag has earned public gratitude by his untiring effort to relieve the 
sufferings of the inhabitants of the Lalbag subdivision. 


The agricultural outlook is most gloomy, and the unbappy sufferers now 
look to Government for help. Government spends large sums of money in 
defence works and in useless wars. And if a foreign power were now to 
invade India, Government would certainly spend crores of rupees to repel 
the attack and protect the Indians. But if it is necessary to protect the 
Indians from a foreign foe, is it not also necessary to save them from death 
by starvation? And where will be the need of defending the country against 
external enemies at an enormous cost if famine is allowed to depopulate it 
and to convert it into a desert? Money spent for the relief of the people’s 
suffering will not therefore be money spent for nothing. 


The writer will make no mention here of the famine fund. He will 
even go so far as to say that there never was such afund. Buthe will still say 
that whether any famine fund exists or not, it is clearly the duty of Govern- 
ment to save its subjects in times of distress. And the money which will 
be spent in saving them will not be lost or thrown away, for when their 
difficulties will be over, they themselves will pay enough to Government to 
replace its expended money. Government should, therefore, concert measures 
from this time to meet the unusually heavy demand upon its resources, which 


the great floods and failure of the crops for successive years have combined 
to create. 


54, <A correspondent of the Bangabdst, of the 7th September, requests 
the members of the Magura Local Board to 
jute, Cmbankment at Sarsuna in strengthen the embankment on the side of the 
| Haran Mandal’s khal at Sarsuna in that sub- 
division. The cost of strengthening the embankment will not e 
Rs. 125, and the raiyats are prepared to pay one-half thereof. 


55. Another correspondent of the same paper reports the existence 

oe of scarcity at Kulpi and the neigbbouring 
gummakay ‘* Kulpi in the 2¢-Per- villages in the 24-Pergunnahs district. Dou 
inhabitants of these villages have to remala 
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56. Another correspondent of the same paper says that for want of 
rain the cultivation of paddy has been stopped 
Prospects, of the crops. st Mangsl- at Mangalkote and 20 or 25 other villages in 
_— the Burdwan district. The mahajans have 
stopped advancing money and the suffering of the people has become very 
great. Rice is selling at 12 or 13 seers per rupee. 
57. A correspondent of the Sanjivant, of the 7th September, says 
that excessive rainfall has destroyed the dhados 
The crops at Panchgachia in north paddy crops at Panchgachia in north Bhagul- 
Bhagulpore. 8 
e pore, and that the aman paddy plants at that 
place are being washed away. A few more showers will totally destroy the 
plants. 


VI—MIscELLANeEovs. 


68. The Prajd Bandhu, of the 6th September, says that recently a post 
fell vacant in the Office of the Board of 
Sete. Me 6Revenue in consequence of the transfer of a 
: clerk in the Income-tax Department to the 
Office of the “Excise Commissioner, and a clerk of the lowest grade was 
promoted to the post, in supersession of the claims of many other clerks. 
The father of the clerk thus favoured happens to be an employé in the 
Office of the Board, and this explains why the son has been promoted. A 
clerk of the office has brought the matter to the notice of Mr. Bolton, 
Secretary to the Board of Revenue, who, it is hoped, will do justice to 
the parties concerned. 
59. The same paper says that the condition of India is most deplo- 
| rable at the present moment. The people are 
eee nn Gorst on the condition of overburdened with taxes, and hundreds of them 
— | are dying untimely deaths for want of food. 
And yet when some kind friend of India brings the miserable condition 
of her people to the notice of Parliament, Sir John Gorst says that the 
accounts Which are given of the misery of the Indian people are ex- 
aggerated and untrue. The condition of the people of Behar and Orissa 
is s0 bad that Sir Steuart Bayley and Sir John Edgar, who have respectively 
visited those provinces, have been compelled to make arrangements for their 
relief. And yet Sir John Gorst says that the accounts which are given of 
India’s misery are exaggerated and unfounded. Bravo, Sir John ! 
.60. The Sanjtvant, of the 7th September, is sorry to hear of the 
, unjust dismissal of the Assistant Surgeons 
Surgeon missal of the three Assistant Kali Krishna Bagchi, Asok Krishna Shaw, 
| and Pratap Chandra Kar. No one thought 
that the higher authorities would support the unjust action of the Inspector- 
General of Civil Hospitals, Bengal. The Assistant Surgeons acted most 
honourably, and they have been dismissed. It is hoped that the British 
Indian Association, the Indian Association, and other leading Associa- 
lions in the country will not fail to draw the notice of the Government 
of India, of the Secretary of State for India, and, if necessary, of the 
ouse of Commons to this matter, and to get justice done to these poor 
Assistant Surgeons. 7 
61. The same paper is not at all satisfied with Dr. Hall’s explanation, 
that his calling Captain Hearsey a half-caste 
was a pure slip of the tongue. Such an 
*xpression could not have escaped Dr. Hall’s lips if he had not entertained 
a hatred for the Eurasians. ; ey 
, Again, Mr. Brinn, Captain Hearsey’s only witness,;-was sent away to 
Burma on the day first fixed for the enquiry. This has given rise to doubts 


The Hearsey-Hall enquiry. 


the public mind. When the evidence of Mr, Brinn was so material to 
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the establishment of Dr, Hall’s innocence of guilt, his transfer is baturally 
regarded with suspicion. —_— eee 
63. The Dacca Prakésh, of m8 8th rae i says mo the pro 
ees ee curtailment of the Durga Puja holj 
ys ina pane due more to the antipathy of the O 1g 
to the religious practices of the Hindus than to any considerations of trade 
What does it mean that no objection is taken to the closing of the Ban; 
of Bengal and the Customs House during the Christmas holidays? Th. 
Indian Mirror tells the story of a European merchant who once said ip 
the heat of a controversy over the question of the curtailment of the 
Darga Puja holidays, that the Europeans were resolved that they would 
sooner or later get these holidays curtailed, no matter how very strong ‘native 
opposition was. And this has been done this year. And it is no wonder 
that they should succeed in curtailing, the Durga Puja holidays who were 
able to reduce the Ibert Bill to a farce and to thwart Lord Ripon in his 
administration of India. 

68. The Som Prakdsh, of the 9th September, thus remarks on the 

Ss Dhitan Pein hetidens: eee curtailment of the Durga Puja holi- 

It seems that henceforward the poor clerks will be deprived of this 
one opportunity of visiting their homes, wives andchildren. Throughout 
the year they work hard to please their European masters, and as a reward 
for their labour these holidays are to be curtailed. Surely these Europeans 
have not a grain of kindness in their hearts, or they would not grudge 12 
days rest in the year to their poor overworked clerks. Formerly it was the 
merchant offices which remained open during the Puja holidays; and as those 
offices were not under the control of Government, nobody could blame 
Government for that. But this year some of the Government’s own offices 
will remain open during the Puja holidays. The writer cannot understand 
how Government can curtail these holidays without laying itself open to the 
charge of violating the Queen’s Proclamation of 1858, which says that 
English rule in India has been established for the benefit of its own people. 
The Chamber of Commerce is at the root of the proposed curtailment 
of the Puja holidays, and the reason it assigns for their curtailment is that 
trading interests suffer in consequence of these holidays. If so, why not 
abolish all the public holidays, such as the Christmas holidays ? 

It is argued that, as the Christmas holiday consists of only five days, 
the Durga Puja holiday should not consist of more than five days. But if 
the Christmas festival, which is finished in one day, can havea holiday of five 
days, surely the Durga Puja, which is a festival extending over three days, 
ought to have a holiday of 15 days. But the Durga Puja holiday consists 
of no more than 12 days, and out of these 12 days, as many as seven or eight 
are going to be curtailed. The curtailment will really wound the feelings 
of the poor clerks. The Bengal National Chamber of Commerce ought t 
protest against this action of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce. 

64. The Navavibhakar pe Berhad a May, does not _ 

ee whether the notification declaring that te 
The Durga Puja holidays. 5 uring the 


Currency Office will remain open during th 
Durga Puja festival has been issued by the head of that office or by the 
Government. Government wishes to make it appear that it is no way 000- 
cerned in the matter, but the public know full well that the notification be 
been issued with its consent. . 


Government has clearly failed to realise the mischief that will be dose 
by depriving the clerks of their 12 days’ vacation in the year. If it hada 
heart to feel the hardship which will be caused by this, it would never 
approve of such an arrangement. The stopping of the Durga Puja. 0 
days, by preventing many from celebrating the puja, will amount to nothip 
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hort of an interference with the religious practices of the people in direct 
rjolation of the Queen’s promise not to interfere therewith, The Indians 
sre a weak people, and they are therefore unable to extort any privilege from 
Government. And they are so loyal that they do not feel inclined to say 
anything against Government without receiving very grave provocation. 
They are, moreover, the most patient people on the face of the earth; and 
Government is taking advantage of all this to treat them in the way it 
leases. Every Government ought tobe kind tothe weak, a principle 
which the English Government in India has never learnt. And yet the 
Indians weep before it, because they have no one else to turn to for help, 
jast as the deer licks the feet of the very butcher who is whetting his knife 
lay it. 

wis The Durga Puja vacation is the only long vacation enjoyed by the 
clerks, and affords them the only opportunity of seeing their near and dear 
ones in their distant homes. The other holidays prescribed by Government 
are practically not for them, being enjoyed only by Hoglish officers and 
officers drawing large salaries. 


Assam PAprnrs, 


65. The Paridarshak, of the 3rd September, requests Government to 
A snecessor to the late Maulavi appoint either an heir of Maulavi Hamid 
Hamid Bukt Majumdar. Bukt Majumdar, late Extra Assistant Com- 
missioner of Sylhet, or an educated Hindu or Mahomedan gentleman of 
Sylhet, in place of the deceased Maulavi. If Government takes a certain 
number of Extra Assistant Commissioners from among the pleaders, the 
service will be strengthened. ‘The Public Service Commission has made a 
similar recommendation. As Sub-Deputy Collectors are men of inferior 
education, and as Extra Assistant Commissioners have to perform the duties 
of Munsifs, it would be better to take some pleaders into the Executive Ser- 
vice of Assam. ao 
66. The same paper complains of the increase of thefts at Sylhet. 
Police constables are now seldom found in the 


mee streets. Is the District Superintendent of 


Police sleeping P 
67. Referring to the appointment of Mr. Quinton to the Chief Com- 
Mr. Quinton’s appointment to’the missionership of Assam, the same paper says. 
Chief Commissionership of Assam. that Mr. Quinton has no experience of Assam, 
and the people of Assam know nothing about him. If the Government 
had really had at heart the welfare of the people of Assam, it could have 
appointed to the Chief Commissionership a man competent to rule the 
province nor would it have transferred Mr. Fitzpatrick so hurriedly in the 
lace of the strong opposition of the Assamese. Is this governing the 
country in the interests of its people ? 
68. The same paper disapproves of the recent Coolie Despatch of the 
Government of India. The oppression which 
7 is committed on the coolies in the tea gardens 
is much greater than that which is committed by coolie recruiters. The 
arrangements referred to in the despatch for putting a stop to malpractices 
connected with coolie recruiting, and for improving the sanitary supervision 


The Coolie Despatch. 


of coolies on their way to Assam, will do good to the coolies working in the 


gardens, The Coolie Act therefore requires to be amended. 
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